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PURPLELICIOUS NEWS

It's not a color. It's a newsletter.

March is a month of growth — growth in
the season around us and growth in our
students. Academically, this is an
important stretch of the school year.

Now is the time to stay focused, attend
school every day, and continue building
strong habits. Spring is not the time to
slow down — it is the time to level up.

Every lesson matters. Every day counts, so please send your children to
school every day this month.

As we celebrate Women’s History Month, we take time to honor the
countless women who have shaped our nation and our world. At City
Springs, we are proud to cultivate our young girls to grow up to be strong,
confident women.

We are also excited about the continued progress toward our new school
building. The demolition across the street represents opportunity and our
commitment to the future of our community.

Thank you for your partnership. When families and schools work together,
we plant seeds that will grow forever!

With Purple Pride,
Dr. Richetta


https://www.instagram.com/cityspringsschool/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/CitySpringsElementaryMiddle/
https://www.facebook.com/CitySpringsElementaryMiddle/
http://www.citysprings.school/

Social Worker Appreciation Week

This week is National School Social
Work Week (March 1-7), with National
Social Workers Day celebrated on
March 16.

Ms. DiFranco (pictured left) and Ms.
Marks (right) are City Springs' licensed
social workers, who support our
students and families in numerous
ways. THANK YOU, Ms. DiFranco and
Ms. Marks!

Ms. DiFranco, School Social Worker, LCSW-C:
Years at City Springs: 5

What she likes best about being a Social Worker? “The day (and job) is
never boring, ever! Being able to use a variety of skills to help others
really means you need to be creative in problem solving, and each
support is unique. Proud to be a field that helps others without the
need for flair”

Education: University of Maryland Baltimore County (undergraduate)
and University of Maryland Baltimore (graduate)

Favorite quote: “Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot,
nothing is going to get better. It's not.” The Lorax

Ms. Marks, School Based Therapist, LCSW-C:
Years at City Springs: 11

What she likes best about being a Social Worker? “I’'m proud to be a
part of a profession that changes lives, often quietly, and advocates for
all. It’s an honor to get to know who children/families are and be
present with them in the moment.”

Education: West Virginia University, The George Washington University,
and Temple University.

Favorite quote: “And no matter what happens in the session, every kid
gets the same message, which is: You’re important, You’re valuable, and
You’re worthy” -Lisa Dion

Peer Mediators Summit

On March 24, our student Peer Mediators will join peers from Baltimore
Curriculum Project (BCP) schools and City Schools at the annual Peer
Mediator Summit, hosted by BCP and the University of Maryland Carey
School of Law, organized by Mr. Wade and the Law School.
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Intercession Recap

Thanks to the students and teachers
who participated in a great Intercession
week on Feb. 17-20. Scholars in Ms.
Hughes' science lab studied Non-
Newtonian Fluids — substance that
changes its viscosity (thickness/flow
resistance) — when force is applied vs.
Newtonian fluids (like water) which
have constant viscosity. Scholars
completed a Lab making Oobleck and
slime. They compared the different
properties of the two in order to
understand Non-Newtonian fluids.

Thanks, too, to Coach Brown and Coach
Pullen who cooked breakfast for staff
and students each morning.

=




Thanks, Lincoln U.!
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Black History Month Visit by Lincoln
University Alumni

On Friday, February 27, City Springs welcomed visitors from the National
Alumni Association of Lincoln University and the Delta Lambda Chapter
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Our guest read Thurgood by Jonah
Winter and Bryan Collier to several scholars in lvy League in celebration
of Black History Month. (See photos, left.)

The book narrates the life of Thurgood Marshall, the first Black Supreme
Court Justice, his beginnings as a lawyer in Baltimore, and his prominent
role in the Civil Rights Movement. Marshall was a graduate of Lincoln
University as well as an initiate of the Nu Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc. while he was a student at Lincoln in 1925.

City Springs scholars were incredibly engaged while listening to
members of the Delta Lambda Chapter read the book aloud. They asked
thoughtful questions and brought up moving points about the parts of
Marshall’s story that resonated with them most. The Delta Lambda
Chapter, seated in Baltimore City since 1919, was also generous in
donating nearly a dozen copies of the book for future City Springs
students. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. is the first, intercollegiate
Greek letter organization founded by African American men in 1906 at
Cornell University in Ithaca, NY. Lincoln University is a Historically Black
College/University (HBCU) in Chester County, PA, founded in 1854.

Parent Judges Needed for
House Event on April 24

We’'re celebrating 30 years of BCP, City Springs’ charter operator, at our
monthly House Competition on Friday, April 24, 8:45-10:15 AM. We need
volunteer judges and would love to have parents and guardians join us. It
will be a morning of fun, festivity, and family pride!

Each judge receives a free BCP 30th anniversary t-shirt. You must
register in advance to be a judge. Register here or visit
baltimorecp.org/community-partners and click on the City Springs
event.

Our eight student Houses are:
Cooperation

Resilience

Integrity

Respect

Empathy

Focus

Pride

Discipline
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Class Spotlight: 5th Grade

University of Oregon Homeroom - Mr. Henshaw

Scholars in the University of Oregon homeroom have finished the 5th grade reading program and are working ahead
of grade level on novel studies. Currently, they are reading Ghost by Jason Reynolds. In Math, scholars are working on
adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing fractions. Scholars are continuing to build up their skills to crush state
testing later this school year. Their enthusiasm and dedication make our classroom a lively and joyful learning
environment.

USC and Michigan State - Ms. Livers and Ms. McReynolds

Our 5th graders have kicked off the March Madness Math Tournament as we prepare for MCAP. Students started with
“Selection Sunday” to set their baseline and are now competing to level up their math skills , especially with fractions.
This season is all about growth, grit, and teamwork. We’re excited to watch both USC and Michigan State make their
comeback and build momentum this spring.

Attendance Matters and House Activties

Last school year, the City Springs staff entered the world of House Teams to Ms. Bartholme’s class in their
promote teamwork and bonding. Four staff-only Houses - Unity, Believe, House shirts

Courage, and Kindness — engaged in monthly organized team building
activities and intra-team activities like hosting a breakfast for the school,
shout-outs among the House, kindness campaigns, and more. Full staff
activities were competitions on many fronts; holiday tree decorating, cookie
making, volleyball, chants, posters, puzzles, and much more.

TR

This year, we expanded the House teams to students in grades 3-6 with eight
teams, based on our eight attributes: Cooperation, Resilience, Integrity,
Respect, Empathy, Focus, Pride, and Discipline. Each month, the Houses
compete against each other, and other houses, and sometimes team up as
"super House teams.” They also do smaller activities throughout each month,
such as weekly attendance challenges. House teams compete to see who can
achieve the highest attendance rate over the course of a week or two.
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oIV [\ EIVATTT G IoT-48  March is Women’s History Month

Demolition continues for our We are celebrating Women’s History Month with lessons on female
new City Springs building, heroines and leaders throughout history and today.

which will be located across

the street from our current We kicked off the month on Wednesday, March 4 with an exciting event
school building. This is the first for grades 3-5. The Angel C. Reese Foundation, in partnership with Our
step in our new state-of-the-art Kids Read, hosted a program entitled Women's Stories: A Women's History
Building and a new, modern Month Literacy Celebration. Angel Reese was not be in attendance but
space that will better serve her mother, "Mamma Angel,” joined us with other esteemed women:

students, families, and staff.
Dr. Jennifer David, expert in Women's Sports Medicine

Please attend the PTO * Rooja Baghaeiamri, CEO Kaizen Chiropractic
Meeting/ Design Feedback Bria Jenkins, CBS Producer
event on Monday, March 23, Taylor Campbell-Phipps, NCAA Soccer Champion and Nickelodeon

4:30 PM. This is your chance to Producer
meet the architects and give
building design feedback. This Students received free books from Our Kids Read and were inspired by
is an in-person event. our incredible guests. Thank you so much!

New School Building Design
Meeting & Community Budget
Forum RSVP

RSVP with the QR code

SUPPORTING LITERACY
THE BALTIMORE CBMMUNI#VI

T e ——
Read e A - Beses peiaon
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Community School Coordinator Corner IV e R:ET (e ETo

. Weekend Backpacks Baltimore
M eet M I. Obl provides free food every Friday. This
is an imporatnt service by one of our

ongoing community partners,
Weekend Backpacks.

Last fall, Mr. Obianwu (Mr. Obi), joined City
Springs as our Community Liaison through our
community lead agency, Elev8 Baltimore. He is
leading student reading initiatives and our new,
free Parent College program.

Families must sign up for the program
by scanning the QR code:

Click here to read a Q&A with him about how
his parents nurtured his love of reading, the
Parent College program, and what he loves
about City Springs.

| -
| SY25-26 Weekend Backpacks Sign-

His parents’ reading “hacks”: They kept lots of books at home, challenged
us to ready chapter books, and built vocabulary by watching age-
appropriate TV shows together.

Favorite book series as a child: The Hunger Games series by Suzanne
Collins.

1 ?
Best thing about City Springs’ scholars and families: They are passionate QueStlonS/N eeds *
and want the best for each other. We are here to help. Gontaact
. . N Mr. T. about needs you may
Thanks, Mr. Obi, for your reading and Parent College initiatives! We love have for your children and

having you at City Springs! family.

Parent College
MR. TRUMINO

Mr. Obi is leading our new, FREE Parent College. Parents and guardians can COMMUNITY SCHOOL
create create stronger family bonds and better support your child’s COORDINATOR:
learning with: atrumino@elev8baltimore.org
Phone: 443-836-6019
e Unlimited access to educational resources, social programs, and local
opportunities
e In-person, hybrid, and virtual courses
¢ Information on how to support at-home learning
e Financial literacy resources
e Access to a family support group and/ or parent book club
e Much more!

Interested? Enroll today with the QR code: City Springs Parent College

Demographic Survey & Sign Up

March PTO Meeting

NEED INFO
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Eagles Basketball

The Eagles continue to have a great Basketball season. Our co-ed
Elementary team and Boys Middle School teams still have some March
games. Please come out and show your Purple Pride for our players and
coaches:

Basketball Schedule by Team
Elementary Boys and Girls Team: Coach Pullen:

Monday, March. 9, 4:30 PM (Away): ES Basketball vs. Wildwood
Monday, March 16, 4:30 PM (Home): ES Basketball game vs. Waverly

Middle School Boys Team: Coach Brown:
Our Middle School Boys’ team is currently 5-0 in conference play!
Wednesday, March 3: BIG GAME vs. Mother Seton

Tuesday, March 17, 5:30 PM (Away): MS Boys Basketball vs. Waverly
Monday, March 23, 4:30 PM (Away): MS Boys Basketball vs. Hilton

Middle School Girls Team Update: The Middle School Girls’ team finished
their season. .(Sp0|le'r alert: with grit, compassion, spirit, excellent Middle School Boys Basketball Team
sportsmanship, and joy.) Way to go, Eagles!

Elementary School Basketball Team
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Upcoming Events

No School/PD Day: March 6

Early Release Day: March 13

After-School Steering Committee Meeting: March 19, 3:30-4:30PM

No School/Wellness Day: March 20

PTO Meeting/Community Budget Forum: March 23, 4:30PM, immed. prior to New School Design Mtg.
Early Release: March 27

Spring Break: March 28-April 6

Visit citysprings.school/events for a full calendar.

Baltimore Curriculum Project

We’re excited to invite City Springs’ families and community partners to
BCP’s 30th Anniversary gala, “Are You Smarter Than a BCP Student?”,
Thursday, April 30, 2026, at the Maryland Science Center!

This year’s event is bigger and more fun as we celebrate BCP’s 30th
anniversary. Enjoy dinner, desserts, drinks, plenty of laughter, and our
signature game-show-style quiz, featuring our amazing 5th- and 8th-grade
students taking on community leaders.

Buy a ticket or gather friends and reserve a table for an unforgettable night
out! You can also donate a ticket to a BCP teacher or staff member, so our
dedicated educators can enjoy the evening too. Sponsorship opportunities
are available and include event recognition, tickets, and the chance to
make a meaningful impact on Baltimore’s children.

Purchase a ticket now! Let’s come together to celebrate our students, families, and the future—all
while having a great time!

LEARN MORE or visit baltimorecp.org and select Events.

Habit of the Month:: #6 Synergize
Attribute: Cooperative
Exemplar Leaders: Mary McLeod Bethune

Mary McLeod Bethune (1875-1955) was an American educator,
philanthropist, humanitarian, and civil rights activist. She founded the
National Council of Negro Women and presided over other African-
American women's organizations, including the National Association for
Colored Women. She was the first Black woman to lead a federal agency
when she was appointed by President Franklin Roosevelt as the secretary
to lead the National Youth Association, and the only Black woman in the
U.S. delegation that created the United Nations charter. The private school
she started for Black students became Bethune-Cookman University.
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